Building a Global Culture of Peace

by Steven C. Rockefeller
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SINCE SEUPTEMBER 11, the American people
have been forced o come to erms with the real

iy of international cerrarizm, which is a form of
barbarism char seeikes at the very foundations of
eivilization, Mowseer, we make o mistake i we
believe that terrorism by atsell s the major global
challenge we face today [r is ondv one part of a
much larger complex ol problems, Lok at the
baggzer picture can puc che stragple against rereor-
s perspective, anid 1tean help s as indradu

aks. organizations, and local communities Nad

WINTER ZO0O2

mtelligent and compassionate ways to respond to
the crisis immediately at hand.

The anly long-term answer to the problem of
terroris is to build a global culture of peace. This
requires a worldwide parmership of all nations
and all peoples. If this iz owe long-term abjecuve,
we st ensure thal whatever mility or other
action we take o combat terrorism will prose m
the lang rian e be o means to the end of creating
a planetary culeure of peace. Just as one cannol

preserve and build o free and democratic socieny




by wsing authoritarian and andemeceaos means,
so one cannot build peace if the primary means
are war and violence. Military action may be nec-
esgary in certin situations to defend against the
agpression of another stale or o Stop terrorism
and  penocide, but other creative means are
required to build peace.

Here lies the relevance of the Earth Charter to
the events of Seprember 11 and che challenges of
the rwence-first century, This decument culmi-

nates with a wision of peace, and the principles in
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the Barth Charter idenofe the essential eloments
of a culoure of wlerance, nonviolmee, and peace.
Frcuring peace means pri;_:-mi‘JLin{,; environmettal
proceceion, the eradication of vty LlQ!IIlU-:':J';j-L‘.:_.',
human vighes, pender cquality, respect for cultural
and religious diversity, and nonviclent conflict res-
elution, This is che message of the Barth Charter.

Wi have entered a planetary phase in the devel-
cprment of civilizadon—swhat the hastorians call an
era of global history. Dhverse commmunities, nations,
andd culoures have their own staries, but maore and
more all of our lives are alsa part of one story, The
LIS, has been che leader in the process of global-
tration, and vet we have not fully understoed the
ethical implications wnd practical consequences of
living 1o the waorld we ourschves are actively creal-
g Armnericans are a proud and free peaple and a
mighty navan, but we must also recogniee thit we
are interdependent members of the larger human
famihy and the greater communicy of Tife,

O global interdependence is ecolepgical, coo-
name, political, cultural, and spiotaal, Thess 15
pot ene major problemn thar we fce—whecher it
b errvarenmental protection, cconomg prosperi-
ty, the control of mfectious dizease, crime arel
drugs, or terrorism—rthat a community or nation
can manage alone, Furthermore, if we want ocher
nations to help the LLS. address prablems like e
rorism about which we are especially concerned,
then we must be willing to work more collabora-
tively with them on ather eritical global problems
like poverty, economic oppartunity for all, global
warming, and arms contrel 1t i in our naticnal
interest Lo e caring global citizens, who work

copperatively with athers for the common good,

IN AN INTERDEPENDENT WORLD whew
cooperativie problem solving is a prerequisite for
progress, we urgently need o shared vision of basic
values that will provide a basis for worlkdwde
partnership and an ethical foundation for the
emerging world community, The mission of the
Earth Charter mitiative 15 1o help establish such a
Founchation. [Cwe are to create o secore world and

hetter fucure for atl, we mst revise cur idea of the

Charter's principles—principles meant to inspire a new sense of global interdependence and shared respensibility.




good life and our understanding of right conduer,
and we must do chis cogether ag global citizens,
I'le objectivee s not to impose the values of one
culture or tradition on everyone else or o create
a new menocultuee. The goal 15t learn from one
anather and ro find common ground through dia-
logue in the midse of our rich eultural diversicg
The Barth Charter is 2 demonsteaton that we
can meet this complex challenge. 1t 15 2 product of
a decade-long, worldwide, cross-culeural interfaith
dizlogue an shared values. [t sets forth @ consensus

an ethical values thae is raking form o the emeng-

Finding our way to a truly sustainable way of

living together is our hope for the future.
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mg global civil sociery The ethical prinviples of
the Earth Charter are interdependent principles
for a sustainable way of g duar provide o comiman
sandard for individuals, organizatons, conunuani-
fies, and governments. Using the term “hugtain-
abile™ in o broad sense, one can talk abeout building
a suscainable global seciers In this connection, sus-
tainability neludes all the interrelated sctivites
that promote the long-term flourishing of carth’s
homan and ecological communities, Finding cur
wity to a truly sustainable way of living together is
our hope for the future. Tt is the path ta building

culture of nonviolence and peace:

Ar rug #HEART of the Earth Charcer vision is an
ethic of respect and care for all life forms and the
areater community of life, of which humanity &
aninterdependent part, Our sense of ethical
responsibility beging with an atticude of respect.
Plespect valves recognition, appreciation, and
moral consideration. Caring involves feeling as
well as thinking and acting—our whele being.
Cur caring is most profound and effective when
it is inspived and guided by the integracion af the
hewd and the hearr, knowledme and compassion,
science and love, Communities that have lost their
capacity to respect and care show the environ-

mental anid social effects of indifference, narvow
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selicnrerest, shori-tesm thinking, neglect, and
abuse, The Charter challenges us o expand our
moral swareness and o respect and care For all hife
lornis and earth, our plinetary home that has
made the development of life possible.

At this junecture in lman evelution, extending
ouir sense of espect and care o embrice the whale
homan Gundly in all s diversicg the grester com-
ity of life, and futore generations has become
an eceological and sovial necessite We all have a role
o play in implementing the ethic of respect and
care, in achieving just and sustainable conmun-
Hes, and in building a global culture of peace. Hlere
are some things we can do in the spirit of the
Earech Charter to improve the state of our world;
* There s an urgent need for a new and deeper
diatogue between Western culture and the Middle
Easern Islamic world, Thiv is o good tdme for
inerfiith dialogue invalving Chrisgans, Jews, and
Mslims and members of other religious tradiions,
The Charter can be used as a catalvse for exploring
common ethical values in these exchanges.
= We must let aur govermment leaders knesw that
wie support a spirit of collaboranyve engagement i
world affairs—nor just with regand o terrorism
bust o che many frones required to build a global
culture of peace,

« Al of us can work te alter our lifesteles and to
implement these Charter principles that are rele-
want to our organizations, businesses, amd local
CONLTIITES,

« Through the kallot box and our purchasing
power in the marketplace, we all—as part of the
emerging global cvil sociery—have the alalicy o
profoundly influence government and business in
shaping weorld affairs.

The global challenges before us are great, bueal
we unite behind the kind of vision athrmed in the
Earth Charter, there are gprounds for hope.
Humanity has the knowledge, rechnology, and
finaneial resources required to protect earth’s eco-

logical systemns and to make progress in creqling i

juse and peacetul world, With reverence tor the

miystery of being and all life, lec us resalve to commn.

it ourselves anew to this preat work. e




